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DARWIN DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Growing up in Darwin, the Botanical Gardens was a place of magic for me, family picnics, sliding down
hills, and playing on the giant concrete mushroom. It was where my imagination bloomed, and my
lifelong love of nature began.

My father worked in the Gardens from the 1950s through to the 1980s. Many of the coconut trees he
planted still stand tall today. To return now in a creative role, honouring this space and its living
environment, is deeply personal. The Gardens hold memories not just for me, but for many
generations of Territorians.

Gene Tree first emerged during the COVID lockdowns, developed by young people from St Martins
over Zoom and later performed in Melbourne’s Royal Botanic Gardens. The idea to bring the work to
Darwin grew from a partnership initiated by our Executive Producer / CEO, Zoe Scrogings, through a
vision to strengthen creative partnerships nationally with kindred youth arts organisations. Zoe also
drew on Corrugated Iron’s deep community relationships, including with Ludmilla Primary School and
Darwin Symphony Orchestra to ground this reimagining in local voices, stories, and place. Over the
past five months, I've had the privilege of working with original director Nadja Kostich (St Martins
Youth Arts Centre), Elissa Goodrich who conceived the idea and composed the score, Company C
(Corrugated Iron Youth Arts), and students from Ludmilla to reimagine the work here.

Together, we explored questions like: If you were a piece of nature, what would you be? and What is
your relationship with the natural world? We dove into the themes of DNA, evolution, and the
remarkable story of the Peppered Moth, asking bold questions like: Do we have hope to evolve? How
insignificant are we? Would we better understand animals and nature if we were more aware?

It feels especially fitting to ask these questions in a city named after Charles Darwin.

This Darwin adaptation has been a rich, rewarding journey, blending science, rhythm, and deep
reverence for nature. | am so proud of the young people who helped shape this version. Their
creativity and honesty have brought something truly special into being, something grounded in the
spirit of the Top End and performed in the living museum of the George Brown Botanical Gardens.

Gene Tree: Listen. Now. Again is a reimagining of St Martins’ award-winning production, now making its

Darwin debut as part of the 2025 Darwin Fringe Festival. We warmly invite you to join us.

Benhur Helwend
Darwin Director, Corrugated Iron
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ORIGINATING CREATORS™ NOTE

Gene Tree: Listen. Now. Again has been a thriving hive of evolution and collaboration for almost a
decade. It began in conversation, enthusing over how the roles of scientist and artist are not so
dissimilar: to be curious, to ask questions, to test hunches, to ask again. Years on, Gene Tree has adapted,
mutated and transformed hundreds of times over, like the very first cells and species, with every child
and artist who continues to contribute to it.

We have, from the ground up, built this unique concept tour that hails from Melbourne and now engages
Darwin children, young people, artists, crew and organisations. We have created a map, a blueprint and a
methodology that we hope can continue to be refined and travel the world far and wide as a living,
growing performance experience tracing pathways of care and connection across our planet.

Originally almost 100 children from 40 cultures in Melbourne contributed words, stories, melodies,
rhythms and ideas to shape the premiere of Gene Tree, which has now been handed over to the
incredible young people and artists of Darwin who, in turn, have reshaped it with their own bodies,
voices, stories and experiences. It has been such a joy to meet the 65 young participants from Ludmilla
Primary School, Corrugated Iron Theatre Company C and the Darwin Symphony Orchestra Young Artists
Program. And to see and hear Gene Tree: Listen. Now. Again be shaped by them and by Darwin itself, the
birds, sunlight, trees, bugs and animals, ocean and mangroves.

In various moments, Gene Tree becomes a collective dream for our planet, an ode to nature, a call to
attention, or a simple listening. Our score has arisen from a musician’s study of science, in collaboration
with and response to the young people. It evokes the incessant, relentless rhythms of our biology—cells
duplicating, dying, birthing—and is embodied by the young people who lead a humming celebration of
adaptation and change in a celebratory procession through the George Brown Darwin Botanic Gardens.
The distillation of their stories, reflections and impossible questions about the planet and nature takes
the audience into a state of hyper-focus, into our senses and bodies, to ‘Listen. Now. Again.’

All our young people are sharing with you their own breakthroughs and personal bests in their
performance today. They have made us laugh and cry and delight in their discoveries and offers. We
could not have asked for more of the remarkable teams that have held this work here: Corrugated Iron,
who have championed this project from our first reach out, they are amazing, and their director Benhur
Helwend has so beautifully created this version; Ludmilla Primary School, whose incredible culture, led
by dedicated Principal, Carol Putica and teachers, evokes such curiosity and enthusiasm in the children;
DSO’s Young Artists Program, with their dedicated staff embracing this new musical adventure with us;
the crew and team here and afar, at St Martins... you have all made a herculean effort—each one doing
their part, assisting others to do theirs, filling the gaps, inventing the solutions, making the work better
together, so the young people and children can shine! To you all, what an extraordinary effort of
collaboration. Massive, colossal thank yous to each one!

And so we welcome you, our audience, to Gene Tree at Darwin Fringe, to experience this bee-hive-like
convergence of music, evolutionary biology and storytelling. We hope you will imagine and listen for the
music within the science. We invite you to join the children as they bring out the rhythms and the stories
that alert us to patterns and change, and hope. In doing so, perhaps we may all pay attention in new
ways, and hear a ‘music’ that we may have never known to listen for.

Elissa Goodrich and Nadja Kostich
Originating Creators, St Martins



DREAM OF THE THIRD STRAND (FINAL SONG)

Lyrics by Gene Tree 2022 participants and creatives, music by Grace Annan and Elissa Goodrich

| am the earth singing her own song

| am a descendant of the firstborn cell

The atom before the atom of you

| have adapted to the changes you have sung

Uncrushable
Unstoppable

| can change
| changed
| can change again

| am the earth singing her own song

| am a descendant of the firstborn cell
| share a common present with you
And | dream an unwritten future

Uncrushable
Unstoppable

Spoken

History is written in my genes

| am the mutations and the variations
The replications and the proliferations
| share a common present with you
And | dream an unwritten future

| am the earth singing her own song

| am a descendant of the firstborn cell

The atom before the atom of you

| have adapted to the changes you have sung

Uncrushable
Unstoppable
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St Martins Youth Arts Centre is a
Melbourne-based youth arts company with a
national reputation for making original and bold
contemporary performances, inviting audiences
into the real, potent, and poignant worlds that
concern young people. Its methodology of
working with children aged 5-18 and exceptional
artists in deep and collaborative processes is
key to achieving astonishing performance
outcomes. Over the past decade, St Martins’
public performances have garnered multiple
industry awards and accolades, including two
Green Room Awards for Gene Tree in 2022.

stmartinsyouth.com.au
info@stmartinsyouth.com.au | (03)98672477
28 St Martins Ln, South Yarra, VIC 3141

Social media: @stmartinsyac
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Corrugated Iron Youth Arts is the

Northern Territory’s leading youth arts
company. It engages, trains, mentors and
employs emerging artists and creative
professionals who inspire children and young
people to develop their skills and forge
pathways in the arts. Corrugated Iron inspires
the NOW generation of creative leaders, movers
and shakers to take the lead in shaping its
artistic program to ensure that it is driven by the
voices of young people.

corrugatediron.org.au
info@corrugatediron.org.au | (08) 8948 3200
18 Bauhinia Street, Nightcliff NT 0810

Social media: @corrugatedironyoutharts
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